
   

 

 
 
 
 

 
Birthdays : 
 

Elise Tennison 1st 
Sophie Miller 2nd 
Daniel Flynn 4th 
Laura Monday 4th 
Jeanne Staley 4th 
Betty Bernheim 5th 
Jason Sylvester 5th 
Gretchen Woodard 6th 
Janel Graves 7th 
Carol Hilliard 7th 
Hayley Shannon 7th 
Brandt Broussard 9th 
George Kondos 20th 
Bob Metz 20th 
Harold Stanley 22nd 
Taylor Bedingfield 23rd 
Jaxson Sylvester 27th 
Lynda Bush 31st 
 
Anniversaries : 
 

Bonnie & John Derkits   12th 
Michelle & John Mariani      21st 
Margaret & Don Longenberger  27th 

St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 636, 1305 Roosevelt Drive  

Silsbee, Texas  77656 -0636  

Phone (409) 385 -4371   Fax (409) 385 -0304  
 

E-mail:  stjohns54@gt.rr.com  
Website:  www.stjohnssilsbee.com  

The    Newsletter of St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, Silsbee, Texas 

Our Mission is to  

Praise God in Christ  by:  

§ Loving,  

§ Worshiping,  

§ Teaching, and  

§ Reaching Out.  

 

Regular Weekly Schedule  

 

      Wednesday, Eucharist w/healing prayer  11:00 AM   

      Sunday, Children Christian Formation  9:45 AM  

      Sunday, Adult Christian Formation   9:45 AM  

      Sunday, Holy Communion   11:00 AM  

BISHOPS OF THE DIOCESE  

The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, Bishop of Texas  

The Rt. Rev. Rayford High , Bishop Suffragan  

The Rt. Rev. Dena A. Harrison, Bishop Suffragan  

 

ST. JOHNôS STAFF 

The Rev. John Bedingfield, Rector  

The Rev. Tracie Middleton, Deacon  

The Rev. Jack Leighton, Clergy Emeritus  

Donna Bedingfield, Administrator  

Carol Santone , Office Volunteer  

Vernon Gray, Verger  

Marlene Lacy , Interim Treasurer  

Cindy Boddie , Vestry Clerk  

Deborah Broussard , Nursery Attendant  

Shelly Smiley , Sexton  

Mack Lacy, Praise Band Leader  

 

 

OUR 2009 VESTRY  

 Term Expires  

Jan Stover, Sr. Warden   2010          

Bill phillips, Interim Jr. Warden           2010  

Vernon Gray  2010  

Janel Graves                             2011  

Shirley Huddle                    2011  

Ron Roth  2011  

Nan Bush                              2012  

Scott Clark                    2012  

John Derkits  2012  

HOW?  See Fr. John  

or talk to Donna or Carol 

in the office! DECEMBER 2009 / JANUARY, 2010 

Christmas Eve Service: 
 

10:30 PM - Carols 

11:00 PM - Holy Eucharist 

 

Christmas Day Service: 
 

11:00 AM - Holy Eucharist 

 

New Yearôs Day: 
 

Holy Name of Jesus 

11:00 AM  - Holy Eucharist 

 
Alternative Gift:  

Christmas Card Program 
Celebrate the holiday season with family and friends 

by making a donation in their honor to Camp Allen.  
 
 Outside of Card:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Inside of Card:  

  

 Simply send  Camp Allen 

a recipient list and, the 

card shown below will be 

personalized and mailed 

to each person on your 

list. We ask that you 

support Camp Allen with 

a minimum donation of 

$10 per card. All 

proceeds will help send a 

deserving child to our 

summer camp program.  

For additional information 

or to request an order 

form, contact Lauren Day 

at 

laurend@campallen.org 

or call 936.825.7175  

 
 
 

 
 
Birthdays : 
 

Jobie Irvine 1st 
Jakob Duke 2nd 
Jeanne Montana 2nd 
Meagan Lane 4th 
Bill Phillips 7th 
Carol Santone 8th 
Jade Freedman 10th 
Wes Stephenson 11th 
Dionna Broussard 12th 
Sonya Duke 12th 
Bill McDonald 13th 
Gage Marshall 18th 
Ed Sherman 19th 
Mary Ellen Frazier 20th 
Margaret Longenberger 23rd 
Nan Bush 26th 
Bryce Weathersby 26th 
Sandra Jacobs 29th 
Ross Gilchriest 30th 
 
Anniversaries : 
Sheila & Randy King  22nd 
Marlene & Mack Lacy  29th 

 Christmas Eve Service: 
 

10:30 PM - Carols 

11:00 PM - Holy Eucharist 

 

Christmas Day Service: 
 

11:00 AM - Holy Eucharist 

 

New Yearôs Day: 
 

Holy Name of Jesus 

11:00 AM  - Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

January 17, 2010 

 

 

DOK New Book Study Begins 

January 18, 2010 

 

ECW Valentine Dinner & Dance 

February 5, 2010 

Highlights!  



   

 

 
 

 I recently read the following, written by the Rev. Dr. Will Willimon, Dean of the 

Duke University Chapel and Bishop in the United Methodist Church: 

 

(I)n Advent the church celebrates a God who not only cares but also acts, a 

God who not only hears but also intervenes, interrupts, and interjects.  

Herein is our great hope. Jesus Christ, whose advent we celebrate in this 

season, is the grand, loving, divine interruption. 

 In the season of Advent, as we prepare for another Christmas in the secular world ï and more so in the 

church season of Christmas, when we prepare for the onslaught of bills that follow the ñChristmas celebrationò ï 

donôt we often find ourselves praying for a miracle?  As Christmas approaches, we pray for divine guidance in 

finding the right present, or making sure that we donôt leave anyone important off the Christmas card list, or to 

find a parking spot close to the door of the mall.  But mostly we pray that God will slow time so that we will be 

able to get everything done.  And then after the grand celebration is over, as we stand in line waiting to return a 

gift (or listen as another friend or relative recaps a horror story about trying to exchange a ñbad presentò) donôt we 

silently pray for things to be different?  Have you ever caught yourself praying ï or at least wondering ï about 

why a celebration we prepare for so long and hard should be so unsatisfying?  I know I have. 

 

 We are surrounded by sights, sounds and oftentimes smells that are designed for one purpose, to separate 

us from as much money as possible before the end of this season of guilt and vulnerability.  What began as a 

season of expectation for Christians ï a season in which we were to wait expectantly for both the arrival of the 

infant Jesus and for the coming again of Christ has turned into a season in which we dread what is coming next 

because we never seem to be ready, and whatever we do never seems to be enough. 

 

  This year wait, stop, sit, breathe.  ñIn Advent the church celebrates a God who not only cares but also acts, 

a God who not only hears but é interrupts é.ò  This year try not praying that you bought the right size sweater 

for aunt Martha; not praying for more money or more time (or parking places) to come your way; instead, try 

praying that the Spirit will help you make a space for God to be truly interjected into your life.  Make a place and 

then pray for a holy interruption. 

 

 Take the time necessary to center yourself on what Advent and Christmas are really about, and then donôt 

worry about the rest.  Aunt Martha will like the sweater ï or she wonôt.  The kids will be satisfied with their gifts 

ï or they wonôt.  The dinner will be delicious and well attended ï or it wonôt.  Either way, the very real God we 

are waiting for will arrive, and that is cause enough for celebration. 
 

 

  May the true PEACE of the Lord be with you, 
 Fr. John¥ 

The Rev. John D. 

Bedingfield  

sjrector@gt.rr.com 
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St. Johnôs Prayer List 
 St. Johnôs is in the business of praying.  We are always happy to 

have additions to our prayer list; but because the list has continued 

to grow, we will now corporately pray by first name only.  If you 

remove a name and it remains on the list, it means there was more 

than one person with that name on the list.  If you would like to 

add a name and that first name is already on the list, call and add 

the name anyway.  Anyone who would like a full list of first and 

last names for their individual prayer practices, please come by the 

office. 

Brian Bedingfield 

James Best 

Grant Hargrove 

Tommy Henry 

James Roy Hill 

Rodney Jordan 

George Kondos, Jr. 

Caleb Nicholas 

Matthew Norman 

Jonathan Saunders 

Kristen Sherman Brown 

Edward Tennison 

Curt Woodard 

We would like to again extend a big 

ñthank youò to those who gave so freely 

for the new laptop computer to be used 

by the St. Johnôs Church Treasurer.  This 

will enable the Treasurer to access and 

maintain all financial records for the 

Church. 

 

Thanks ever so much, 

Don and Margaret Longenberger 

Please plan to attend our 

St. Johnôs Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January, 17, 2010 

Have a safe and happy 

Holiday Season! 

Keep in mindé 
the reason for the 

seasoné. 
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St. Philomena 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING  

ST. JOHNôS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SILSBEE, TEXAS 

ST. PHILOMENA CHAPTER - NOVEMBER 9, 2009 

  

 

 
 
Five daughters attended the DOK meeting on November 9, 2009 with one visitor interested in the discernment proc-

ess.  Several other ladies have said they wanted to join us in the discernment study, also.  After our guest left we up-

dated our prayer list.  Donna Roth does a good job of keeping track of people needing prayer.  We give thanks for 

her and for God listening to our prayers.   

  

We celebrated our installation of officers on Sunday, November 15th.  Our daughters wore blue, attended and partici-

pated in the installation.  We went up to the front of the church and stood alongside our new officers:  Donna Roth ï 

President; Mary Jane Ruhland ï Vice President;  Nan Bush ï Secretary /Treasurer. 

  

Please note scheduled meetings for the next three months.  

 

a. December 7
th

  Regular meeting at the church at 5:00 p.m. 

b. January 11
th

   Regular meeting at the church at 5:00 p.m. 

c. February 15
th

   Study and Discernment meeting at the church at 5:00 p.m. 

d. February 22
nd

  Study and Discernment meeting at the church at 5:00 p.m. 

  

 

Our book study on The Shack gave us great opportunities for study and discussion.  Our last night of the study was 

held at Jan Stoverôs home with Bette Cheek facilitating the event.  She matched scripture passages to different char-

acters and events in the book.  Thank you to all the hostesses and facilitators.  Hostesses were Mary Jane Ruhland, 

Donna Bedingfield, and Jan Stover.  The facilitators were Jeanne Staley, Jan Stover, and Bette Cheek.  Good job 

ladies!  We had good group participation with up to sixteen attending several of the book studies. 

  

We plan to sponsor another book study on Behind the Magnolia Tree by Dennis Maynard starting January 18th, 

continuing on January 25th, February 1st and February 8th.   You may order a book online with Amazon or with Den-

nis Maynard at www.episkopols.com.  If you want the church to order the books, check with Donna Bedingfield or 

Carol Santone in the office.  The meeting times are at 6:00 p.m. with locations to be announced in the bulletin at 

church.  See description below on Behind the Magnolia Tree. 

 

 For His Service,  

Mary Jane Ruhland 

ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN OUR NEXT BOOK STUDY!  
 

BEHIND THE MAGNOLIA TREE  by Dennis Maynard      Order your book online or in our office today! 

 

Steel Austin is young.  He is idealistic.  He is an Episcopal priest on fire with enthusiasm for the ideals of the Gospel. 

 

He is called to be Rector of one of the most prestigious congregations in the old South, Historic First Church in Falls City, Geor-

gia, however, has its own understanding of the Gospel. 

 

Falls City, itself, is a town that thrives not on Gospel ideals, but secrets.  For nearly two hundred years things have always been 

done in a certain way.  Secrets are best guarded by familiar traditions. 

 

The Gospel of the Reverend Steele Austin was bound to clash with that traditional way of life.  Those with the deepest secrets of 

sex, greed, and power are most threatened.  They will stop at nothing to insure that their way of life is preserved and that their 

secrets are never revealed.  They will do whatever it takes.  Even if it means the young priest must beé 
 

 

On February 5, 2009 the ECW will sponsor a dinner and a dance at St. Johnôs Episcopal Church.  The fundraiser 

helps with senior scholarships and other charities designated for the year.     

  

The evening events begin at 6:00 p.m. with couples who wish to renew their marriage vows gathering in the nave 

with Fr. John.  This is a nice opportunity to restate our vows and remind us of our commitment to each other. 

  

At 7:00 p.m. an Italian dinner will be served in the parish hall with lasagna, Caesar salad, bread, and a large 

Valentine Cake as dessert.  Drinks will be served. 

  

At 7:45 p.m. the music and dancing begins with our own bandleader Mack Lacy and his Big Time Band.  Even if 

you donôt dance come and listen to the sounds of this great group.   The dancing will continue until whenever.  

Please come prepared to stay awhile.   

  

Laura Monday will be offering tickets for a donation of $10.00 for one or $20.00 for a couple.   Please feel free 

to invite guests, but be sure to make a reservation for an official head count.  This Valentine Event should be 

great fun for our church community.  

  

If you have any questions contact a member of the committee:  
  

Casey Flynn, 

Sheila King, 

Laura Monday, or 

Mary Jane Ruhland. 

THE ST. JOHNôS  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN  

VALENTINE DINNER AND  DANCE  

 

Friday, February 5, 2010  

 
Mark your calendars now!  

More information below.  



   

 

 

Old MacDonald had a Farm... E-I-E-I-O 

And on that farm, he had some chickens (and cows, 

goats, pigs, ducks and bees).... from ER, ER-D!  

 

What's ER-D? ER-D stands for Episcopal Relief and Development, 

and it's the way the Episcopal Church works with churches and 

communities all around the world to help with projects like disaster relief and 

sustainable development. One of these projects is called "Gifts for Life," which works to help families in poor 

rural areas build a sustainable income by investing in farm animals, fruit trees, bees and other resources 

that can provide a steady income. 

 

Leading up to Christmas, we will have a display set up in the parish hall about ER-D and the Gifts for Life 

program. Come see it and buy some bees or some drought-resistant seeds, or part of a pig. Most of us don't 

need lots more stuff at Christmas; we've got more than we know what to do with already. Why not ask your 

family to buy you a duck or a goat - or give them a flock of chickens or a share in a cow? It's a nice 

alternative, and it sure beats waiting in long lines at the mall!! 

 

Read more online at www.er-d.org or 

talk to Rachel Roth or Tracie 

Middleton.    

 

  Tracie               

And, then there were two.  

U.S. Navy Chief Medical 

Corpsman, Edward 

Tennison and wife Denise 

of 29 Palms, California are 

the proud parents of twins. 

 

Born on October 21st, a boy - Torin Kole (4 lbs.) 

and a girl - Teagan Kia (4 lbs. 4 oz.) 

 

Grandparents include Alice Seal of Silsbee.  And 

Great Grandmother is Marie Tennison. 

The Rev. Tracie Middleton 
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Episcopal Church Women  

Carole Seabrooke was the perfect hostess for eighteen (18) ladies and one little Darci Flynn at the Novem-

ber meeting.  We were pleased to have Jan Stover and Marlene Lacy join us and hope to see them more fre-

quently in the future. 

 

The ladies have accomplished much under the guidance of Margaret Longenbergerôs presidency.  She has 

guided us in the direction of fund raising and making use of these funds in our Church and Community.  The 

ECW has truly been a testament for Outreach Ministry from St. Johnôs. 

 

The Narthex is nearing completion of the new ñFaceliftò.  The committee and ECW ladies wish to thank Jim 

Ruhland for refinishing the pew in the Narthex.  Considering what he had to work with, he did a fantastic 

job.  Thank you, Jim. 

 

The new officers for the forthcoming year are ready to continue the works of the ECW with Carole Sea-

brooke as President and Tonya Allen as Vice-President. Please support these officers as they continue to 

lead us. 

 

Keep your calendars marked for these dates: December 12
th

 ï 80th Birthday Celebration for Carol Santone 

and Mary Ellen Frazier  at Carol Hilliardôs home.  February 5
th

, 2010 (please note the date change) is the 

Valentineôs Dinner, which is chaired by Mary Jane Ruhland if you have any questions. 

 

The ECW  is requesting any photos you may have of past or present ECW meetings or functions for the 

Scrapbook. 

 

Our next meeting is the Grand Finale of the Year!  It is our Christmas Party/Meeting at the home of Carol 

Hilliard on December 9
th

. 

Ann Kondos 

Secretary 
 

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Polly Clark, Margaret Longenberger, Carol Hilliard, Jeanne Staley 
 

Attending the 2009 Annual ECW Meeting. 

 

ECW  

SCRAPBOOK   

PICTURES  
 

 

Our Scrapbook  

continues to be a ñwork in progressò. We are 

compiling all of our pictures of the events relat-

ing to ECW for our Scrapbook, which will be 

displayed for browsing at meetings and other 

functions. 

 

If you have any pictures, 

old or current and would 

like to share, please see 

Nan Bush,  

Britton Cooksey or 

Ann Kondos. 
 
 

... THE  

 MEMORIES...  
Donna & Fr. John Bedingfield 

Entertaining the ECW with music they  

had sung together for over 30 years.. 

Welcome Home, 

says! 
 

ð Big Brother, 

Tristan! 

http://www.er-d.org

