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2ÕÎÉÁ Ǫ (ÁÒÏÌÄ 3ÔÁÎÌÅÙ χÒÄ St. Johnôs Episcopal Church  

P.O. Box 636, 1305 Roosevelt Drive 

Silsbee, Texas  77656-0636 

Phone (409) 385-4371   Fax (409) 385-0304 
 

E-mail: stjohns54@gt.rr.com  
Website: www.stjohnssilsbee.com  

The    Newsletter of St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, Silsbee, 

Our Mission is to  

Praise God in Christ  by:  

§ Loving,  

§ Worshiping,  

§ Teaching, and  

§ Reaching Out.  

 

Regular Weekly Schedule  

 

  Wednesday, Eucharist w/healing prayer  11:00 AM  

  Sunday, Children Christian Formation  9:45 AM  

  Sunday, Adult Christian Formation  9:45 AM  

  Sunday, Holy Communion  11:00 AM  

 

BISHOPS OF THE DIOCESE  

 

The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle, IX Bishop of Texas  

The Rt. Rev. Rayford High , Bishop Suffragan  

The Rt. Rev. Dena A. Harrison, Bishop Suffragan  

 

 

ST. JOHNôS STAFF 

 

The Rev. John Bedingfield, Rector  

The Rev. Tracie Middleton, Deacon  

The Rev. Jack Leighton, Clergy Emeritus  

Donna Bedingfield, Office Administrator  

Kirsten Phillips , Treasurer  

Polly Clark, Accounting Clerk  

Vernon Gray, Verger  

Connie Thompson,  Altar Guild Directress  

Bette Cheek, Music (Synthia)  

Mack Lacy, Praise Band  

Donna Roth, Flower Guild  

Deborah Broussard , Nursery Attendant  

Shelly Smiley , Sexton  

 

 

OUR 2010 VESTRY  

 Term Expires  

Ron Roth, Sr. Warden   2011          

Scott Clark, Jr. Warden           2012  

Janel Graves                             2011  

Shirley Huddle                    2011  

Nan Bush                              2012  

John Derkits  2012  

Cindy Boddie, clerk  2013  

Don Longenberger  2013  

Jeanne Staley  2013  

october, 2010  

 

2010 CAMP ALLEN EVENTS 
 
 

GRAMPS CAMP: October 22-23  -   Explore the campôs many activities through your 
grandchildôs eyes  
 

C.S. LEWIS RETREAT: October 29-31  -  Study the works of C.S. Lewis while sharpening 
your writing skills 
 

HOLIDAY IN THE PINES: December 10-12  -  A activity filled retreat that help families 
reflect on the reason for the season 
 

For additional information or to register for any of the above events, visit 
campallen.org or call 936-825-7175. 

The Board Members of St. James House cordially invite  

you and friends to 

 

The Annual Silver Tea 

Tuesday, October 19, 2010 

3:00 ï 6:00 PM 
 

At the home of Bette and Ralph Thomas 

202 Arborway, Houston, Texas 77057 

 

St. James House is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas.  A retirement 

community in Baytown providing a high level of care in a loving Christian 

environment. Open to all, regardless of financial resources.  This is an annual 

fundraiser to provide financial assistance to those who cannot afford the cost of 

their care. The tradition of a Silver Tea has its roots in England, where churches 

held teas to further their charitable causes. The name derives  from the silver coins 

deposited in a large bowl set by the door for gracious donations from guests. If 

you are unable to attend; but would like to support this ministry, you may send a 

check to St. James House, 5800 West Baker Road, Baytown, Texas 77520. More 

information is available at www.stjameshouse.org. 

The diocesan newspaper is online.  
Read about what your fellow Episcopalians are doing 

and be sure to notify the church office of any updates to 

your mailing list. Contact Shirley Platt, database man-

ager, for more information. Beginning in 2011, the 

Texas Episcopalian monthly newspaper will be re-

placed with a quarterly magazine.  

 

Excerpts from ñPraying Together For Our Parishò: 

 

ñGive us compassionate hearts and willing hands as we strive to build the 

Kingdom of your son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Help us to reach out in love to those who do not have His Light and Hope. 

  May we be instruments to bring others into this Kingdom Life.ò 

 

This is one opportunity to put prayer into practice. 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry #26, in Stiles Unit 

is scheduled for 

October 29th through 31st, 2010 

Agape would be appreciated. 

 

For more information, please contact Helen or Foster Cannon  

or the church office. 

BLOOD DRIVE INFO 

 

Here is some more information from 

the LifeShare website: 

Major Reasons Patients Need Blood 
§ Cancer 

§ Heart and blood vessel disease 

§ Disease of the gastrointestional tract 

§ Emergencies such as car accidents,  

burns, transplants. 

http://www.stjameshouse.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ypu6oecab&et=1103666769148&s=507&e=001wjpFvEMdERr-uXgxXjxFjE5qBDfZKUz8QB8-xwdLhk7ErMwijtPamlm2RbhKd1m8JBiHI0tv9CaGvkHZ4MXaQiMUeGJYv_GB17lz5G4rZMOpH1dpfSPP9sl-ICdbH0hZdgvowVyycFkI5pZDtF7JIs-jySzZjgLTjRJfemH1pQMTHoLgqjQl1EmfTd4oOKx
mailto:splatt@epicenter.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ypu6oecab&et=1103666769148&s=507&e=001wjpFvEMdERrUeoKZwH-gbqUTe4DM9cSIftVqktCyC6ivIHOOZGkcvrMqmNNbDyH48S1FB49EkUhI5AnM6ypwc-c8TeKdKh-ZeihrNNG-9_X7TkuU7UonfTd3csDpBOSZqoEbmtTt7KmvyoorQHl_gfnX8oH9oPDL32N1wihANt3xLAnfiQABUohJSZ0Y_J3


  

 

 When we begin October ï even in Southeast Texas ï we start to get a sense that things are changing.  The trees 

start losing their leaves.  The air (hopefully) begins to cool a little.  And football rivalries are renewed.  But from a 

clergy perspective, when autumn begins, it can only mean one thing é the annual stewardship campaign is upon us. 

Donôt stop reading!  It will be relatively painless, I promise. 

 

 Last year your finance committee determined that they would go forward with a stewardship campaign before 

the budget process began.  That may seem like a small thing, but it is not.  Conducting the annual campaign without a 

budget in place is ï I believe (and the finance committee agrees) ï the faithful way of proceeding.  You see, when we 

begin our fall fundraising campaign we should keep stewardship in the forefront of our minds.  We should not focus on 

ñpledging to a budget,ò but should focus on what God is calling us to do as individuals and as a community. 

 When we make our giving decisions based upon what we perceive the needs of the church to be, we begin the 

process in the wrong place.  The number one question must never be, ñHow much does the church need?ò  Instead, it 

should be, ñHow much do I need to give?ò  While our care and concern for the everyday matters of the parish are 

important to keeping the doors open and the lights on, it is our need to give back to the One who gives everything to us 

that is of paramount importance.  Every year there should be a sense of urgency in looking at our lives in order to 

determine where our priorities are and what it is that we believe God to be calling us to do. 

 We will be conducting some forums during October in which we will discuss some of the basic theology of 

stewardship as we also discuss what it is about St. Johnôs that we love and what it is about our parish that concerns us.  

Your vestry and I sincerely hope that having these discussions in the context of stewardship will be both informative and 

formative for us all. 

 As the weather cools down and the football season heats up, stay tuned.  You will be hearing more about all of 

these subjects (including the sad decline of my Longhorns) in the very near future. 

Faithfully,  

Fr. John¥ 

The Rev. John D. Bedingfield  

sjrector@gt.rr.com 
 

Office: 409-385-4371  -  Cell: 409-504-2044  -  Home: 409-385-4070  
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St. Johnôs 

Prayer List  

The Rev. Tracie Middleton 

Bette 

Britt 

Elise 

Estella 

Fran 

Garland 

George 

Ike 

J.P. 

Juanita 

Karyn  

Kelly  

Mack  

Mary Ladd 

Melanie  

Ronnie 

Shelly  

Shirley 

Shirley 

Sophie  

Tara 

Thelma  

Wayne  
 

 

IN THE MILITARY 

Brian Bedingfield 

Colin Joseph Binion 

William Kyle Bowden 

James Roy Hill 

George Kondos, Jr. 

Caleb Nicholas 

Matthew Norman 

Liam OôFlaherty 

Edward Tennison 

Curt Woodard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Peggy Epps 

Audrey Patton 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASSES 

GARDEN REPORT 

 

You may have noticed by now that part of the field 

next to the church has been plowed up and planted; 

there is also a fine looking scarecrow guarding the lit-

tle plants.  

 

This is an outreach project. Weôre growing the food to 

give away. Itôs a good use of a resource we already 

have: the land, and itôs also a good use of peopleôs ex-

perience; we have some good gardeners in our parish.  

And itôs fun! 

 

For the past few weeks, folks have been coming up to 

the church on Wednesday evenings, roughly 5 ï 7 pm, 

to work in the garden. Feel free to join in! If you want 

to help, just show up on a Wednesday evening. You 

donôt have to bring anything, but if you want, you can 

bring tools, gloves, and/or something to plant. We also 

have chairs in the shade for anyone who wants to su-

pervise ï and we do need supervision! 

 

Right now, our garden is 186 İ feet long and 57 feet 

wide - thanks to our survey crew of Jakob, Noah, 

William, and Taylor for measuring it. Weôve planted 

several kinds of flower seeds in the front, along with 

our very hardy marigolds along the side. In the middle, 

behind the scarecrow, weôve planted onions, mustard 

greens, turnips, radishes, red and green cabbage, col-

lards, and cauliflower. By the time you read this, we 

will have also planted some peas, more onions, spin-

ach and carrots. 

 

If youôd like to be involved in working in the garden 

or helping with the food distribution, weôll be having 

some planning meetings after church a couple of Sun-

days this month. Whatôs going on out there?  

Come and see!                   

MISSION FUNDING 

 

Did you know that each year, every church in the Diocese is 

asked to contribute a certain amount for mission 

projects? Mission projects cover all areas of outreach, locally 

and further afield - projects like college ministries, health 

clinics, ministries to the homeless, prison ministries, disaster 

relief, sustainable development projects, and many, many 

others. St. John's contributes each year to this missionary 

asking. It's one of the ways we participate in the bigger picture 

of the outreach work our church is doing across the diocese and 

in other parts of the country and the world. 

 

Did you know that we also get to choose, if we want, where the 

money is spent? If you want to help make that decision for St. 

John's, come to Sunday School in the parish hall at 9:45 on 

October 31.  

 

The Diocese puts together information on all of the mission 

projects that all the churches collectively support, and each 

church can select one or more projects they would like their 

contributions to support. In the past, each church received a 

printed catalogue with the mission projects to choose from; this 

year, the information is on CDs, to save printing costs and 

reduce paper waste. Tracie will give a presentation explaining 

the mission funding process, including videos from the Bishop 

and some of the people who benefit from the different projects 

we can choose from. Then, we can choose which projects we 

would most like for our contribution to support. 

Have You Thought About é ? 
 

On television every day we see advertisements for life insurance and ñpre-planningò of funerals from a variety of fu-

neral homes.  Having life insurance in place and making arrangements with a funeral home before it is necessary are 

very good things.  Taking care of those arrangements yourself is one of the great gifts you can give to your loved ones, 

who will have a great deal on their minds at the time of your passing.  But have you ever considered planning for your 

own funeral or memorial service at the church? 
 

Did you know that you can choose what hymns or other music would be played at the funeral?  Did you know that 

your favorite Bible verses can be included?  How about whether the service is conducted using traditional or contem-

porary language?  The office is creating a new funeral planning form that you can use to help you choose from all of 

the options available in the planning process.  The form will list the most often requested hymns and all the readings 

that the Book of Common Prayer suggests as appropriate for the funeral liturgy.  This form, which can be kept on file 

in the church office, is the perfect way to let your loved ones know what your choices would be.  This too is an incred-

ible gift to those you will leave behind. 

 

People tend to put off end of life planning because to do so might somehow hasten its coming.  Nothing could be fur-

ther from fact.  We are all mortal and our times inevitably come.  Planning ahead is simply a lovely way to show care 

and concern for the family and friends who have showed us love during our lifetimes.  Please come by and have a chat 

with Fr. John or just pick up a form if this aspect of future planning appeals to you. 

Our garden 

is blessed, 

the scarecrow 

is up.  Seeds 

are planted, 

now  

GROW, 

GROW, 

GROW! 
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To St. Johnôs Parishioners: 

 Vestry Elections 

 

The Canons of the Diocese of Texas set out the following requirements for serving on a Vestry: 

 

Elected members must be at least 18 years of age.  (Canon 9.2) 

Every member must be confirmed.  (Canon 9.2) 

For the previous year each member must have been faithful in corporate worship (church 

attendance), unless for good cause prevented.  (Canon 9.2)  And 

For the previous year all members must have been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of 

the Kingdom of God.  (Canon 9.2) 

In addition, ñNo person shall serve as member of the Vestry until he or she shall have subscribed to the 

following declaration: 

óI am persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required as necessary for eternal salvation 

through faith in Jesus Christ; and I accede to the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church.ôò [Canon 9.1(b)] 

 

The Vestry of St. Johnôs has also chosen to add to those requirements by voluntarily promising each other that each one 

will offer a financial pledge to the parish every year while actively working toward getting to the level of a tithe (10%) 

in recognition of the tithe as a biblical standard. 

 

St. Johnôs Vestry has had a series of discussions with regard to the election of Vestry members for the term of 2011-

2013.  The nominating committee ï Ron Roth, Shirley Huddle and Janel Graves ï have had conversations with 

numerous people about their interest in serving on the Vestry.  As a result of those discussions, the following slate of 

candidates has been put forward to stand for election.  The parish will elect three people from the following slate: 
 

Casey Flynn George Kondos Donna Roth  

Vernon Gray Laura Monday Mary Jane Ruhland 
 

 

The date of the elections will be announced soon.  Please speak with the candidates named above when you get 

the chance.  Discuss their possible Vestry service with them.  Your vote matters.  Keep the parish and the 

candidates in your prayers as the congregation determines who it will call as its next group of leaders. 

Thanks to Jim Thompson and Wes Stephenson 

for cooking the fish on Rally Sunday.  Also, 

thanks to Don Longenberger, Ron Roth, and 

Bill Phillips for being "gofers" to keep the cooks 

supplied and getting the hot food to the serving 

table.  A special thanks to Jan Stover for serv-

ing as Rally chairman and to all the women who 

helped clean up.  Last, but certainly not least, a 

big thanks to Don Hamilton, Sr. for providing 

all the fish.  It was a good Sunday and I appre-

ciate everyone's attendance. 
 

Scott Clark 

Jr. Warden 

It
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When: Sunday, October 31, 4-6 pm 

Where: St. Johnôs parking lot 

Who: St. Johnôs family, friends and neighbors 

 

Halloween is on a Sunday this year, and St. Johnôs will 

be hosting a safe trick-or-treat event for the kids in our 

church and our neighborhood. To participate, just dec-

orate the back of your vehicle and have candy or treats 

to give away from the trunk or back of your car. Bring 

your lawn chairs. The kids trick-or-treat from car to 

car in the parking lot. Itôs a fun and safe way to trick-

or-treat. 

 

Weôll have food and drinks to enjoy also.  Watch for 

the sign-up list in the parish hall.  Put your name  

down to help in whatever way you can:  

bring your car decorated and stocked with  

treats, help prepare food, and/or help  

get the word out - invite people  

to come! 

BLOOD DRIVE 

 

LifeShare Blood Centers will be at St. Johnôs on Sun-

day, October 17 for a Blood Drive, so you can donate 

blood before, during or after the service. About one in 

three people will need a blood transfusion at some point in 

their life. So that means roughly 20 of the people youôll 

see in church Sunday have already had at least one trans-

fusion or will need one later. Ask around, and itôll soon 

become clear this is a very relevant way to help your 

neighbors. 

 

Giving blood is one way to share your life. Jesus did it, 

and he's a good example to follow. Also, donating as part 

of St. Johnôs will help anybody in the church who needs a 

transfusion during the coming year. 

 

Some rules about donation have changed, so even if you 

havenôt been able to donate in the past, you might be able 

to donate now. To check on the current rules, go to: http://

www.lifeshare.org/donating/faq.htm. 
 

One big change: 16-year-olds can donate blood with a 

signed parental consent form. Download a copy of the 

form at the website above. 

Proud Grandmother,  

Betty See! 

 

OLIVER EDWARD 
 Born: July 21, 2010 

9 lbs. 3 oz. 
 

Christopher & Elizabeth Philips 
 Parents  

 

(Christopher is Bettyôs son in England) 

Betty with 

Grand-

daughter 

 

Amelie 

Rose 

 

Big  

Sister! 

C
o
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g
r
a
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http://www.lifeshare.org/donating/faq.htm
http://www.lifeshare.org/donating/faq.htm


  

 

Gardners at work! 
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St. Philomena 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

ST. JOHNôS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SILSBEE, TEXAS 

ST. PHILOMENA CHAPTER 

 

 

 
 

This past March, St. John's DOK ladies attended a retreat in Beaumont at the Holy Family Center.  One of 
the main speakers was Mary Parmer, formerly of St. Stephen's in Beaumont.  Among other things, Mary is 
a Congregational Coach and Consultant for the Texas Diocese.  She read the following piece to our 
group.  Now fast forward to Bette Cheek's Roast and Toast in August. Tracie Middleton read the same 
piece to Bette and to all of us.  It is something that I think needs to be shared so everyone will have a copy 
of it and can read and ponder it in their own quiet time.  Author is unkown but he or she is shining through 
this! 

  
 

"Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. 
We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? 
Actually, who are you not to be? 
You are a Child of God. 
Your playing small does not serve the world. 
There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. 
We are all meant to shine as children do. 
We were born to make manifest the Glory of God that is within us. 
It's not just in some of us; it's in Everyone. 
As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. 
As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others." 
 
  
As Daughters of the King, we strive to serve St. John's through prayer and service.  Sometimes we have to 
reach down deep and pray for very sad situations, like a baby born with a serious disease and sometimes 
our service seems huge, like providing a walking prayer garden for St. John's.  But thru it all, we work to 
"manifest the Glory of God that is within us".  For all of us, it's a work in progress!    
  
Our next meeting is Sunday, Oct. 3rd, right after 1st Sunday lunch.   
 

  

For His Sake, 

Donna Roth 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Twenty-one ladies met at the home of Donna Roth in Lumberton on September 8th for the monthly meeting. 

 

Janel Graves announced she and Wes Stephenson will be married in the Church on October 23rd. She told of how the 

Church has influenced their relationship and invited everyone to be a part of their Special Day. 

 

A big thanks is extended to everyone who participated in the Cake Walk on Rally Day.  This gave the ECW additional 

funds of $100.00 plus for the various Outreach projects or special needs. 

 

Be sure to keep aware that more Fundraisers are in the works.  There will be more on this later. 

 

The ECW Annual Retreat will be at St. Markôs in Beaumont.  The dates are October 15th and 16th.  Registration forms are 

available and there is a registration fee.  If you wish to attend this Retreat and do not have the funds, please contact Carole 

Seabrooke or Ann Kondos. This will be confidential. Ladies, please make plans to attend as we would like a good 

representation from St. Johnôs.  Registration forms are available.  Please contact Carole Seabrooke as there is a due date. 

The October meeting will be at the home of Shirley Huddle.  This is our traditional Weiner Roast.  It is very casual attire 

and lots of fun. See you there! 
 

Ann Kondos 

Secretary 

Episcopal Church Women 

We would like 

our church  

family to 

come and 

enjoy the  

celebration  

of our  

marriage 

vows before  

Godôs eyes. 

Wes Stephenson & Janel Graves 

 

Saturday, October 23, 2010 

2:00 p.m. 

St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 
 

Reception immediately following  

in the parish hall until 6:00 p.m. 

 

Please RSVP for headcount to: 

Janelt13@yahoo.com 

St. Johnôs Flower Guild 

will meet on 

Saturday, October 9th 

at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Parish Hall 

Sunday, October 3rd 
 

It is time for our annual Pet Blessing! 

2:00 p.m. 

 

on the church lawn 

 

Come casual, bring a lawn chair,  

and donôt forget your pet! 


